Fractionation and characterization of hydatid fluid antigens with identification of an antigen similar to human serum albumin.
Human and sheep hydatid fluids were separated by ultrafiltration, gel chromatography and immunoabsorption into several immunogenic fractions in which both parasite antigens and host substances were present. The immunological characterization of proteic antigens was carried out by immunodiffusion and immunoelectrophoresis with rabbit and ram antisera. A line of identity was observed between a human fraction (labelled as III) and a sheep fraction (labelled as 2B). Further evidence of the presence of a parasitic antigen in fraction III was given by its reaction against an antiserum from ram directed against sheep fraction 2B. The immunological characterization of fraction III indicated a close similarity between human serum albumin and parasitic antigens.